56                                   ANALYSIS  OF

their attention. From its situation, they might have been led to
conceive, that this was " the star to rise out of Jacob, and the
sceptre from Israel" foretold by the celebrated Chaldean diviner,
and probably their ancestor, Balaam^ Numb. xxiv. 17, and that
it denoted THE MESSIAH, whose coming was foretold in the
famous prophecy of the seventy weeks, by Daniel their archi-
magus, Dan. ii. 48, ix. 25. See Vol. I. p. 74. And besides
these prophetical inducements,, we have reason to think that
Gor>, who never left himself unwitnessed in the heathen world,
in a dream, or vision., induced these pious sages "from tJie east"
(OTTO avaroXwv,) to go to Jerusalem for farther intelligence
respecting the birth-place, or residence., of "the true bom"
(6 Ttx&ste) KING OF THE JEWS, whose star they saw at its
rising (sv ry avaro\Tg)y " and whom they came to worship/' with
royal and religious adoration, Matt. ii. 2. This may fairly be
collected from the oracular learning they afterwards received in
a dream (^pijjucmo-Sevree), not to return to Herod on their way
home, Matt. ii. 12,

Such a respectable deputation, and interesting enquiry, from
a hostile region especially, occasioned a great and universal sen-
sation : " Herod was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him;"
they were affected with a variety of mingled passions and enio-
lions thereat, fear, joy, hope, &c. The jealous tyrant himself
dreaded a formidable rival to himself and his family in the
throne; the He radians apprehended the downfall of their party;
the Pharisees were rejoiced at the prospect of a revolution; and
the pious and devout few, who looked forward to " the consola-
tion and redemption of Israel" by a spiritual Saviour, and also
a mighty temporal prince, were cheered at the news of the birth
of their long expected deliverer. Matt. ii. 3.

Herod, therefore, convened a general ecclesiastical council
at Jerusalem, and enquired of them where the MESSIAH, or
CHRIST, (whom he rightly understood by THE KING OF THE
JEWS,) was to be born, according to prophecy ? And they an-
swered, ai Bethlehem, citing Mivqlfs famous prophecy, v.2, ex-
plained before.

The Magi, therefore, having received this answer, proceeded
to Bethlehem, in quest of the heaven-born Prince, and about
two miles from thence, according to tradition, " lo, the star
which they had seen, at its rising, re-appeared, and conducted
them, until it came and stood over where the young child was.